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     Media release

                                 From the Minister for Senior Victorians

Wednesday, 24 March, 2010
NEW FRIENDSHIPS MADE THROUGH HOMESHARE PROGRAM
More vulnerable Victorians will remain living in their own home thanks to a $168,000 Brumby Labor Government boost for a program that matches seniors and Victorians with a disability with younger people.
Minister for Senior Victorians Lisa Neville said the new funding would ensure Victoria’s most vulnerable residents continue to live at home independently for as long as possible.

Visiting Homeshare residents in South Melbourne today, Ms Neville said the program matched vulnerable Victorians who need help with household tasks with younger people looking for accommodation in a friendly home environment.
“The Brumby Labor Government understands Victorians are concerned about vulnerable members of our community, that is why we are investing an additional $168,000 in Homeshare run by Wesley Mission,” Ms Neville said.
“This boost will bring our investment in Homeshare this year to over $211,000 and will more than double the number of homeshares this year – up by 45 to 75.

Ms Neville said the friendship that had grown between South Melbourne residents Alan and Janusz was a great example of the success of the program. 
“Homeshare is about more than just accommodation and housework, it is about friendship, support and company,” she said.

“Alan is in his early 90s and still living in the same house he has lived in for almost 70 years. He is active in his community, participating in social groups, clubs and volunteering.  
“However, his failing eyesight was making it difficult and potentially dangerous for him to live alone and before he became involved with Homeshare, Alan thought his only option was to give up his home. 

“Janusz disliked living on his own and was finding it difficult to pay rent.  Through Homeshare, he and Alan have now been living together for over a year and enjoy each other’s company, share a great love for Cindy the dog and take pleasure in Janusz’s gourmet cooking.”
Joining Ms Neville in South Melbourne, was the Member for Albert Park Martin Foley welcomed the expansion of the program in the Port Phillip area.

Mr Foley said Homeshare was embraced by isolated seniors and people with disabilities who were interested in sharing their home with a mature, responsible and friendly young person.

“This is a great service that allows older people to live independent lives within their homes and communities,” he said.
“Homeshare is also breaking down cultural and generational barriers with many successful matches involving mature, young international students.”
Wesley Mission Victoria CEO, Poul Bottern, said the program was an important service to assist people to live as independently as possible.

“Wesley Homeshare enables more people to remain in their homes and their community,” Mr Bottern said. 
“It is exciting that Minister Neville and the Brumby Government have acknowledged this by confirming future funding. Through visiting the program the Minister will hear and see the positive effects this program is having on people in our community.”
All homesharers complete detailed application forms and interviews before being matched.
Homeshare Coordinators draw up and negotiate agreements detailing the arrangements for living together including specific tasks, sharing or managing living costs. The coordinators also provide ongoing support during their stay.
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