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News 

A CALL TO ARMS

It is time for the members of HANZA to give us some solid assistance with the forthcoming Congress.  You may think that it is a long way off, but those of us organizing it are in a constant panic about timing, attendances, finance and a hundred other worries.

YOURSELVES:  It is time to pressure your management to pay for your attendance.  After all, we expect that you (program managers, coordinators etc) will have much to gain from the event.  Start pressuring now.  Wear them down.  It is also time for early-bird plane bookings, I have been told.

You might like to start thinking about a paper to be presented that will showcase your program.
WIDER CONSIDERATIONS:  We hope that you will submit to us the names, designations and addresses of those movers and shakers in your area who should also attend. We wish to encourage potential funders of new programs to come.  They are bound to cough up after seeing what a great program Homeshare is.

Of course, we are also open to any offers of help with financing the event.  At this stage we are working on hope and trust, but not much else.

WOMEN AND POVERTY

“Single Older Women swell the rank of the silent poor” this was the heading for an article in The Age recently.

The striking thing about this situation is that many of these women have had employment for most of their lives or are even still in employment.  But single, for whatever reason, means that their income has not been as high as a male income, and certainly has not been a two income situation. Many do not have any family support.

For some time HANZA has been aware of single women, in employment, finding themselves in danger of  becoming  homeless.  Rent increases have meant they have to move further from the CBD to the far outer suburbs, even semi rural where employment opportunities are limited.

There is evidence that Australia is facing an unprecedented situation of hundreds of thousands of poor, single, middle-aged women, who once retired would have nowhere to live.

Affordable housing for single older women on their retirement is an expanding social problem for Australia.

HOMESHARE must be an answer for many of these women.

The whole problem shouts  “HOMESHARE  Ticks the Boxes” on this one. 

International Homeshare

UPDATE  2.
HOMESHARE (TICKS( THE BOXES
The LOOK for the 4th World Homeshare Congress is happening as we speak! The next Update will reveal all and smiley faces will be gone.

4th World Homeshare Congress WEBSITE will be up and running by the end of the year and early bird registration can start!

The VENUE has been chosen and booked … The ‘stunning’ Treacy Centre in Parkville just near Melbourne University and quick tram ride to the city. Located in the stunning Royal Park, just 3 minutes from the CBD, Treacy Centre is the premiere venue for events in Melbourne.   Please check out their website  http://www.treacycentre.com.au/ 

We have also booked 20 rooms in a nearby hotel that has a special rate for Treacy Centre events.  It is quite reasonable and has a spa, pool and gym. Each room can have 2 separate or I double bed.  It is well recommended. http:www.Tfehotels.com/VibeHotelsCarlton

The PROGRAM is taking shape. Following the official welcome “The Nan Maitland Memorial Lecture” will be given by Rhian Bradley, Chair, Homeshare International.  The keynote speaker will by Kirby Dunn from Vermont USA highlighting a long-standing and most successful Homeshare program using volunteers in a creative way. There will be an “Expo” showcasing a variety of programs here and abroad.

There are plans for debate, exposure to international research and more speakers on the second day. The HANZA AGM is incorporated into the program and of course there will be the Congress Dinner on Thursday evening. Weekend activities will be planned for the “lingerers” after the Congress closes. We are negotiating for a reception at Government House on the evening prior to the Congress.

How can you not be excited at the prospect of this Congress.  HANZA is depending on your support, attendance and participation.  Get the dates marked into your diaries now and start planning your contribution, your journey and accommodation. We understand that airfares are on special in October2014 for 2015.

The Nuts And Bolts Of Working Together
NOTICE OF HANZA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:

All financial HANZA members please note that the HANZA AGM will be held by teleconference at 1pm, (Melbourne time) at Life Assist (Formerly UCCO) on Wednesday 12th November, 2014.   The business of the AGM will be:

· Accept the minutes of the previous AGM 14/11/2013

· Accept the HANZA 4th Annual Report 1/7/13 – 30/6/14

· To elect office bearers for the coming year

· To set membership fees

Nomination forms for positions on the HANZA Committee of Management are available from the Secretary Carmel Hurst.  All incumbents have indicated their intention to stand for re-election.  

As usual the AGM will be followed by the Annual HANZA Conference. 

Address for Life Assist: Ground Floor, Building 5, 530-540 Springvale Road, Glen Waverley, Vic 3150

Discussion papers for the Conference will soon be distributed.

The paper topics are:

1 Tenth Anniversary of the First National Homeshare Workshop. November 11th and 12th 2004.  A look at the proceedings of that Workshop and reflections on progress since.
2 4th World Homeshare Congress, Melbourne  5 & 6th November 2015.  Our objectives and the expectations of attendees.  Planning progress.
3 The role of HANZA members in the World Congress.
Members wishing to participate should contact the Secretary.
 COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE
It is worth mentioning again that one of the ways in which HANZA is useful to members is to hook up with all other programs through this regular telephone exchange.  Participants discuss problems, pertinent issues to running a successful Homeshare program.
 
Helpful Hints
MELBOURNE HOLIDAY

For those of you from afar attending the Congress next November, we wanted to be sure that you know about Airbnb.  This is likely to be a cheap and appropriate way to spend the rest of your holiday in Australia, for who would come all the way here and not make time to see the sights? Airbnb.com. Don’t forget that the Melbourne Cup will be run just 2 days before Congress.
Disability Homeshare
See Lee Harrison’s report

News From Hanza Members Around Australasia
CareConnect Vic
Belinda Bannerman tells me that this new program has 1 successful match, 1 trial match going very well and one introduction coming up next week.   Good work in a short time.
Community Connections ACT
From Lee Harrison: We have now moved onto 29 homeshares in total. Our uppermost target for our 2 year trial was 30 so we look good to hit that with 3 months left.

 

Currently we have 10 active shares going on . I am looking to find sharers for 3 more. 2 have been on the programme before and seek repeats – the other is new.

 

We are increasingly being contacted by hospital social workers and advocacy groups who now know us and believe we can be a solution to the discharge of some long term hospital patients. We have not completed one yet but are closing in with a couple of people.

 

Main obstacles so far in this sphere are patients with no property to offer (on wait lists for housing), and the severity of their  condition – it’d be  confronting to share with someone when death looks quite imminent and also they can offer no housing security to the sharer. I had to say no to one case as I think it would have been near impossible to find someone. But two offer good possibilities to be matched.

 

The hospital has become a new householder ‘ stream’ for us on top of mainstream disability sector.
Geelong DoCare Vic
Karen in Geelong is having an interesting time, first they had lots of high quality Homesharers who have since dropped off.  Now they have lots of Houesholders waiting for Homesharers.  Timing is the thing.  She is able to say that their major efforts in promotion has resulted in a far greater numbers of enquiries.  Keep calm and carry on Karen!
Independent Disability Service
IDS Homeshare is a fee for service program and we currently do not receive any government funding or assistance. With this we can offer a real premium and tailored service to each individual person and their situation. However there can be obstacles in the way.

 IDS HomeShare just recently lost a HouseHolder and member of our program. Their situation was fairly unique- two best friends sharing a home and sharing the cost of recruiting and maintaining a suitable HomeSharer. They applied for some extra funding to their ISP to cover the cost for twelve months of Homeshare coordination, with a view of extending this when the time came. After a successful run with a HomeSharer the time came to apply for more funding, and their request was unfortunately denied. 

An ISP planner informed the two friends that the funding was deemed as a one off and wouldn't be approved to reoccur. The friends and their families were upset that things with IDS couldn't progress and were stuck with how to go forward. In this situation it coincidently happened that the HomeSharer gave their intention to move on so we did not have to consider their future options at this point. 

Questions now arise- what happens if the funding is cut or no longer there yet all parties want to continue with the arrangement as it is? With upcoming changes in the disability sector and all eyes watching how funding is affected, will householders and home sharers have to cease their arrangements? This then obviously leading on to implications of house holders being alone and perhaps vulnerable as well as a sharer now having nowhere to go. Fortunately for all concerned here, things came to a natural end and the two friends were able to recruit the help of others. Some others may not be as lucky. 

Mackay Regional Council Qld
Eunice Donavon has no direct news about Homeshare but she talks of the rising tide of interest in the welfare of older persons, the reforms at government level and the stories of elder abuse in private accommodation.  She agrees with me that the day of Homeshare is here.

Perth Home Care Services
Queensland Community Care Network 
Ken has a new Householder applicant and is searching for the perfect Homesharer.  Go Ken!
Spectrum Migrant Resources (in partnership with CareConnect)
Filomema Ciociola is the new worker for Spectrum and is working in well with the CareConnect partnership.  We are very enthusiastic about this relationship, our first serious fling with the ethnic community.  
Life Assist (formerly Uniting Care Community Options Vic)

A great deal of promotional work has paid off for this new program.  Peri Penry-Williams tells me that they have 6 matches in place, 50 enquiries from HH and HSs this month and they are often being contacted by interested outside organizations asking for lots of brochures.  The other workers in their area always promote Homeshare to their clients.  This is one of the benefits of placing a Homeshare program in a symbiotic organization.

Carmel Hurst OAM

For HANZA
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